
The 2016 Prep course was our first 

to be delivered in a new 6 week 

format. We are planning to offer the 

option for participants to have their 

learning accredited from this autumn; 

re-writing the course was part of our 

preparation for this.  

From L-R:  (Tessa), Jo, Catherine, Chrissy, 
Linda, Charlotte, Zoe,  Kelly,  Ruth, (Val). 

The new format meant that we were 

asking our potential volunteers to give 

up a whole (school) day for 6 weeks, 

rather than 10 mornings as in previous 

years. We realised this was a big ask 

but we still feel that the advantages of 

delivering the course over a shorter 

time span outweighed the 

disadvantages for both staff and 

learners.  

We were also able to 

welcome the 9 new 

volunteers to our team 

(and link some with new 

families) before Christmas 

this year. Many of you will 

have met and welcomed 

them to the team 

yourselves at our volunteer 

support meetings, training 

courses or at one of our 

Christmas events but, on 

behalf of everyone at 

Home-Start Bracknell 

Forest, we would like to 

welcome our new                                     

volunteers to the team.   
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Scheme Update 

 As always, a lot seems to happen 

between our newsletters, which are 

usually distributed in February and 

August. It is always a good opportunity 

to let you know what has been 

happening ‘behind the scenes’. 

• Sharon, our Family Group 

Organiser, left us in early September 

to expand her teaching role.  We were 

very grateful to Sarah for stepping in 

to help us out while we took the 

opportunity to review the role and see 

how it might be changed to help us 

develop our services in the future. We 

hope to make a new permanent 

appointment to the team later in the 

year. At our Volunteer support meeting 

we also heard from a speaker from the 

Children’s Centres about the 

developments that were taking place in 

the newly combined Centres 

• October saw the beginning of 

our new Prep course with a new group 

keen to find out more about 

volunteering with Home-Start.  We also 

held our first joint event with Home-

Start Wokingham District when we 

invited volunteers and staff from both 

schemes to attend a very successful 

Mental Health training session with Jo 

Hawkins from Involve. The event also 

gave us the opportunity meet and chat 

to colleagues from Wokingham over 

lunch 

• In November Lin Fisher from 

Stop Loan Sharks delivered a very 

informative session at our volunteer 

support meeting. We were all very 

surprised to learn how easy it is for 

people to get drawn in to borrowing 

money from illegal money lenders. Lin 

gave us some tips on the signs that 

someone may be being drawn in to this 

situation. We also completed our Prep 

course and held our end of course lunch 

and presentation of certificates 

• December was busy, as always, 

with preparations for the children's 

Christmas party and, this year, the 

Volunteer Christmas Social. It certainly 

helped having a longer break between 

completing the Prep course and the 

Christmas events and we even had 

longer to distribute the gifts after the 

party, which all helped. Thank you so 

much to everyone who contributed in 

any way. 

 We held our first volunteer 

support meeting of the year in early 

January when we welcomed Helen Dean 

from the Community Council for 

Berkshire. Helen talked to us about the 

help available to reduce energy costs. 

Post-course interviews were completed 

for all new volunteers and, with 

referrals increasing again after 

referrers started to find their way 

through the new referral system 

(required as part of our contract with 

the council), families are at last being 

linked with much-needed support from 

our volunteers. At the end of the 

month Tessa attended the launch event 

of the new Volunteer Passport Scheme, 

which Home-Start is very proud to be a 

founding member of. We also began 

work with our fundraiser, to enable us 

to put our funding on a more 

sustainable path as statutory funding is 

reduced. 

 February saw our annual 

Scheme 'Away Day' (held elsewhere in 

the building!) for staff and trustees, 

which covered our funding, training and 

a review of our business plan and 

Quality Assurance actions. A busy but 

productive day...... We were also sad to 

hear that Nicola, our volunteer rep, is 

stepping down but delighted to say that 

it is because she is starting a new job 

(which will still enable her to carry on 

volunteering with Home-Start). Thank 

you, and congratulations Nicola!

 

Volunteer Passport  

The Volunteer Passport Scheme links up 
volunteers and partner agencies across 
Bracknell Forest.  This will reduce 
duplication of training, up-skill 
volunteers and establish a volunteering 
standard across the borough.  The 
scheme will: 

 Hold a database of volunteers 
and their record of training 

 Provide a link between 
volunteers and member organisations 

 Promote volunteering and 
training 

 Signpost volunteers to relevant 
training 

 Ensure a standard of excellence 
in volunteering service in the local area 

The scheme is being run by Involve, with 
registration forms being available from 
our offices.  For more information about 
the scheme visit 
www.involve.community or contact 
Rebecca Benwell, Volunteer Passport 
coordinator Tel: 01344 383526 or email 
Rebecca.benwell@involve.community  

 

Home-Start Bracknell Forest is 
delighted to be a founding partner 
in this scheme 

 

 

 

 

http://www.involve.community/
mailto:Rebecca.benwell@involve.community
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The changes we made to 

our party day in 2015, along 

with a little more time to 

prepare this year, helped 

our 2016 event run even 

more smoothly. The help we 

had on the day, particularly 

for the clearing up 

afterwards, was incredible 

– a big thank you to 

everyone involved, it really 

made a difference! 

As always, we were 

overwhelmed with the 

generous gifts we received 

for families from GE 

Energy/Oil and Gas in 

Bracknell and Farnborough 

(who have their own ‘Giving 

Trees’ for our families), 

with additional presents 

from members of All 

Saints Church, Ascot and 

Waitrose Ltd. We are also 

grateful to Amazon Filters 

for presents to parents.  

 

We were fortunate once 

again to have the help of a 

volunteer from Lloyds’ 

Register to sort and wrap 

presents, along with two of 

our own volunteers. 

Thanks especially must go 

to Val, Julie  and to the 

Family Group staff (Lynn, 

Helen and Sarah) for all 

the work that went into 

preparing for the event and 

also to all of you who 

contributed in so many 

different ways – wrapping, 

sorting and  distributing 

presents, setting up the 

hall and grotto, shopping 

for, preparing and serving 

food, supporting families at 

the party, being Father 

Christmas or an elf, taking 

fabulous photos for our 

records and to give to 

families and (not 

forgetting) the help to 

clear up afterwards. 

The party was also 

attended by the Borough 

Mayor and Deputy and the 

Sandhurst Town Mayor, 

who certainly appeared to 

enjoy the event! 

Last, and most importantly, 

it is so great to hear from 

families what a highlight of 

the year the Christmas 

party is for them. As one 

mum commented, “It was 

brilliant – we wouldn’t have 

missed it for the world!” 

We were also pleased that 

all those of you who 

attended seem to have 

enjoyed our change of 

format for the volunteer 

Christmas Social. It 

certainly gave everyone a 

chance to mingle and meet 

many other volunteers and 

trustees. Our games 

seemed to help you get to 

know one another in a fun 

way, hopefully without 

making you feel self-

conscious! 

  

Christmas 2016 – fun for all 
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Our fundraisers this year  

Home-Start Bracknell Forest is 

currently taking part in several 

local fundraising initiatives run by 

national organisations. 

Nationwide Building Society 

 

Nationwide customers have 

nominated Home-Start Bracknell 

Forest to feature in their 

Community Match programme. 

Community Match is the in-branch, 

local charity voting scheme. 

Branches feature three local 

charities/causes from customer 

nominations. Customers are then 

invited to vote for one winner with 

a blue token, issued in branch. 

Winning causes (those that receive 

the most votes at the end of the 

voting campaign) will receive 

£1,000.  Posters displaying the 

Community Match stand are in the 

following Nationwide branches: 

Basingstoke, Bracknell, Caversham, 

Crowthorne, Reading (Broad 

Street), Reading (Station Road), 

Tilehurst, Wokingham, Woodley 

 

Voting will end on Friday 31 

March 2017 so please, if you are in 

any of these towns, pop in and add a 

token to our box. 

 

Co-op Membership: Don't forget 

you can still join the Co-op 

Membership Scheme. It costs £1 

but you get 5%, and 1% of 

everything you spend on Co-op 

branded goods in Bracknell Co-ops 

(and Wokingham-London Road) will 

go to Home-Start Bracknell Forest 

until the end of March.  For more 

information go to  

 

http://www.coop.co.uk/membership 

 

 

 

Zofia Modelska 

Zofia was a Mum we supported 

recently and her story in her own 

words is below… 

“I'm running for Home Start, an 

organisation who have helped me 

through one of life's challenges. I 

never imagined I would be a single 

parent, no one does, it wasn't the 

plan. Life doesn't go to plan and I 

found myself a single parent with 

two babies fully dependent on me. I 

coped in my little bubble getting 

through every day basics of life but 

that was it, any additional 

pressures of life I just scraped 

through. My health visitor referred 

me to Home Start Bracknell. This 

was my stepping stone to support. 

I'm not one to ask for help, I was 

brought up to be independent and 

lie in the bed I had made. Home 

Start opened my eyes up to the 

real world, I was shown that I 

wasn't on my own and I could talk 

to someone about it all, I began to 

breathe a bit freer, talking about it 

all and admitting I needed help 

started the ball rolling. Two years 

on I'm so much stronger to deal 

with life's challenges that now I 

can take on more, so I wanted to 

run a Marathon again, whilst raising 

money for a cause that pulled me 

out of my coping bubble and placed 

me on the stepping stone to a 

refreshed life with my babies. “ 

Zofia has already completed 

Wokingham Half Marathon in a 

great time of 1 hour 52 minutes but 

is also running: Reading Half 

Marathon March 19th Brighton 

Marathon April 9th and Bracknell 

Half Marathon May 7th.  Please 

support her by donating to her 

cause or cheering her on at one of 

her events. 

https://mydonate.bt.com/fundraisers/

zofiamodelska1 

 Brian Conner 

“Brian Conner will be running this 

year’s London Marathon in aid of 

Home Start. He lives in Wokingham 

with his wife and two children and 

works locally in Bracknell as Senior 

Fundraising update  

http://www.coop.co.uk/membership
https://mydonate.bt.com/fundraisers/zofiamodelska1
https://mydonate.bt.com/fundraisers/zofiamodelska1
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Dates for your Diary  

Manager, Premier Support Delivery 

across EMEA region for Brocade. 

Brian wants to support the local 

community and chose to raise 

money for Bracknell Forest Home 

Start so that they can keep their 

valued and fantastic work 

supporting families in the local 

area.  

 Brian is working his way through a 

grueling 16 week training plan 

which he fits around his work, 

family and other hobbies which are 

kickboxing & swimming.” 

 https://mydonate.bt.com/fundrais

ers/brianconner1

The Home-Start Hikers 

Julie, our Administrator, who has 

run for us a couple of times and her 

friend Neil, decided for their 50th 

Birthdays this year they would put 

together a team of people to 

walk the 3 Peaks Challenge.  If 

you don’t know what this is, it is a 

walk of Ben Nevis, Scafell Pike 

and Snowdonia, completed in 24 

hours! Julie and Neil are being 

joined by Neil’s wife Maeve, 

Julie’s sister-in-law, Vicky, and 

friends Julia, Shane, Jim and not 

forgetting the all-important 

drivers Neal and Mark.  The 

challenge is starting in Scotland 

on the evening of 30th June and 

finishing on 1st July in Wales.  

Details of their fundraising page 

will be published over the next few 

months. 

Wednesday 22nd June sees the 

annual Teddy Bears’ picnic held at 

Jock’s Lane and Family Group will 

be meeting there this year. Please 

encourage families you are 

supporting to come along to this 

event. Further details will be 

circulated nearer the time. We will 

also be running a stall with an 

activity (probably playdough, as 

this was so popular last year), so 

may well be looking for ‘bakers’ and 

volunteers to man the stall nearer 

the time. 

Our 23rd AGM will be held on 

Friday 7th July, which is a chance 

to showcase our work and to say 

thank you to our volunteers. More 

details nearer the time but please 

put the date in your diaries! 

Our 2017 Prep Course will begin on 

Tuesday 3rd October at the Open 

Learning Centre (OLC), running 

from 9.15am – 2.45pm for 6 weeks, 

excluding half term. If you know 

anyone who you think would make a 

good volunteer and would enjoy 

being a part of Home-Start, please 

tell them to get in touch. 

Volunteer Support Meetings 

Our next volunteer support meeting 

will be held on Monday 13th March. 

Our speakers will be from the 

Citizens’ Advice Bureau and 

Rebecca Benwell from Involve  

 

Volunteer support meetings will also 

take place on the following dates 

this year: 
8th May 
12th June 
11th September 
13th November 
 

 

Training 
There is plenty of training available for 

volunteers at the moment, through 

Involve, Bracknell Forest Council 

and other agencies.  Below is a list 

of courses, so please let us know if 

you would be interested in 

attending one of these, or know of 

anything else that could be 

relevant. 

An Awareness of Domestic Abuse 

16th March 9am –12.30pm at 

Involve Bracknell 

 

Introduction to Mental Health 

23rd March 9.30am-12.30pm at 

Wokingham Fire Station 

 

Trustee Roles and Responsibilities 

19th April 6.30pm-9.00pm at 

Cornerstone Wokingham 

 

Introduction to Domestic Abuse 

13th June 09.30-16.30 at Bracknell 

Forest Council, Easthampstead 

House  

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__mydonate.bt.com_fundraisers_brianconner1&d=DwMFaQ&c=IL_XqQWOjubgfqINi2jTzg&r=lp8Ls7m1vduggQy-_ufhlDIZXu-f_88BFZ-46U6ouWw&m=kgZzdULz9HrdVuleNxcvw3SMEDAGCsSvVIlQs74YMEg&s=iCPTlnZCIljd9SmsiGDSzBArmD_40Vy30xIxXFwgliI&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__mydonate.bt.com_fundraisers_brianconner1&d=DwMFaQ&c=IL_XqQWOjubgfqINi2jTzg&r=lp8Ls7m1vduggQy-_ufhlDIZXu-f_88BFZ-46U6ouWw&m=kgZzdULz9HrdVuleNxcvw3SMEDAGCsSvVIlQs74YMEg&s=iCPTlnZCIljd9SmsiGDSzBArmD_40Vy30xIxXFwgliI&e=
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Log on to Care 
 

There is free e-learning available through the website: www.logontocareleraningcentre.org.uk with a host of courses 

available that could be of interest to you.  From Safeguarding to Mental Health, IT Skills, Health, Safety, Wellbeing 

and Finance, there is something for everyone.  

Please contact us in the office for more information. 

 

Don’t forget to keep looking at our website for all the latest news, documents, policies, dates and plenty more.  

www.homestartbracknellforest.org.uk 

 

We also have both a Facebook page and Twitter account.  Our Facebook page is updated regularly with information 

about what is on both at Home-Start and in the local area.  Please encourage the families you are supporting to ‘Like’ 

us so that they are kept up to date with what is happening locally and sources of useful information. 
 

 @homestartbrack 

 
 

And Finally…  

Home-Start Bracknell Forest Bracknell Open Learning Centre, Rectory Lane, Bracknell. Berkshire RG12 7GR    

Tel 01344 860025 Email admin@homestartbf.plus.net  www.homestartbracknellforest.org.uk 

Registered Charity no. 1160447   Company no. 9389303 

http://www.logontocareleraningcentre.org.uk/
http://www.homestartbracknellforest.org.uk/
https://twitter.com/homestartbrack

