
After more than 20 years based at 

Coopers Hill Community Centre, 

Home-Start Bracknell Forest has 

moved to a new base at Bracknell 

Open Learning Centre in Rectory 

Lane. When we first discovered 

that we might have to move, around 

a year ago now, we looked at our 

new offices and decided that we 

would prefer to stay at Coopers Hill 

until we had to move – it was a hard 

place to better, in terms of location 

and accessibility, for both families 

and volunteers, and staff were 

happy and settled there. However, 

by Spring of this year, we were 

being encouraged to settle on a new 

location (and we felt the OLC was 

the best option) – only to find that 

there was nothing available for us. 

Luck was with us though and we 

eventually secured our new offices, 

known as Primrose and Pimpernel, in 

mid-June. Mixed in with annual 

leave and preparations for our 

AGM, there was a fairly fraught 

period of making arrangements for 

the move and I am very grateful to 

the trustees (Tony, Gareth and 

Rosemary especially), staff, and 

volunteers Patricia and Dick in 

particular for helping to make it all 

happen! Thanks also to everyone 

else who offered help or who kept 

contact to a minimum while we were 

packing.  

The benefits of moving, and of 

being in our new location, are 

already apparent. We have had a 

really good clear out of many years’ 

worth of accumulated paperwork 

and surplus equipment and are now 

working towards a ‘paperless’ or 

‘paper-light’ office. The biggest 

bonus though, is how many other 

agencies have popped in to see us 

already – and we think that will 

increase once term starts again. 

Good news for everyone! 
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Scheme Update 
 

 

If we thought things were going 

to be a little quieter once we had 

a new administrator in post and 

new volunteers placed with 

families, we were certainly 

mistaken! This year continues to 

be a busy one, with lots going on 

in addition to our core work of 

supporting families……. 

 In March, we ran a much-

requested first aid course for 

volunteers. On the same day, 

two of our local Children’s 

Centres were inspected by 

OFSTED and Val was 

interviewed by an inspector to 

answer questions on our joint 

work with families  

 At the end of the Spring 

Term, Family Group held its 

annual Easter Egg Hunt, with 

much chocolate being 

consumed – healthy eating was 

forgotten for one day! We 

were also fortunate to receive 

Easter holiday activity boxes 

for all the 2-11 year olds in 

supported families. These had 

been organised by 

Easthampstead Baptist Church 

and put together by the 

children there. 

 By Easter Julie was well 

settled into her administrative 

role and already making a 

difference. She initiated our 

new website which has made 

use of many more up to date 

features and is much more 

clearly a Home-Start site. 

There is still more work to be 

done and features to use but 

this is a work in progress 

 In May, Julie ran as our first 

ever runner in the Bracknell 

Half Marathon. It would be 

great if we can encourage a 

few more people to run next 

year. Making good use of the 

Local Giving matched funding 

helped her to raise the 

amazing sum of £729.95! 

 May was also when we began to 

interview new volunteers for 

our 2015 Prep course and this 

has continued through the 

summer months, with Julie and 

our volunteer rep, Nicola, 

helping Val with some of the 

interviews while Tessa was 

busy with preparations for our 

AGM and QA review and later, 

organising things for the move. 

 The news that we had been 

chosen as the Bracknell Town 

Mayor’s charity of the year for 

2015-16 was a great boost  

 Two new ventures were added 

to the Home-Start calendar in 

June this year. Having several 

keen bakers amongst our 

volunteers meant that we were 

able to offer a very successful 

‘bake and take’ session at the 

Rowans Children’s Centre and 

we hope to repeat this in the 

autumn. Thanks 

to Julie W, 

Nicola and Carole 

for organising 

this, and to 

Sarah for 

supporting a 

family to attend. 

On a beautiful 

sunny day at the 

end of June, we 

also ran a stall at 

the annual Teddy 

Bears’ picnic. 

Helen’s 

playdough was apparently a big 

hit, along with the delicious 

array of cakes (baked by staff 

and volunteers) and a selection 

of donated toys and books 

meant that our volunteers, 

under Julie’s capable co-

ordination, were kept busy for 

most of the day 

 Our annual report was 

completed in July and copies of 

this were available at our AGM 

(see article on the next page) 

 The final week of July was 

spent clearing, shredding, 

packing and in endless phone 

calls to people involved with 

our move… 

 3rd August was our move date 

but the new office was up and 

running at the end of the 

previous week, so it was just a 

question of getting everything 

in and unpacked (easy really!)  

 After a couple of days it was 

business as usual and almost 

everything now has a home… 

 

All this, in addition to almost 380 

family support visits and around 

170 family attendances at Family 

Group since our last newsletter!
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One of our newer volunteers 

remarked at the end of the day, 

‘Why do you call it an AGM? - it 

sounds really boring and I nearly 

didn’t come, but I’m so glad I 

did!’ 

Our AGM is our chance to show 

anybody who is interested (and 

we’re lucky that many people 

are) just what it is we do to 

support families with young 

children. Yes, we do have a very 

short ‘business’ part to the 

meeting but the rest of the 

session is spent showcasing what 

you, our volunteers, with support 

from staff and trustees, 

manage to do to improve the 

lives of so many local children 

and their parents. Last year, we 

received 68 new referrals and a 

total of 87 families were 

supported during the year, some 

through home-visiting, some 

through Family Group and some 

receiving support from both. If 

you haven’t already done so, 

please take a look at the case 

study in our annual report 

(available on our website) for a 

really inspiring story of how one 

family was supported to make 

big changes in their lives. 

Two new Trustees were 

appointed to our Board – Lee 

Littlewood, who has youth on his 

side and is aiming to help us get 

our message out via social 

media, and Rosemary Gunner, 

who was a member of our 

Management Committee many 

years ago (as a representative 

of the Pre-school Learning 

Alliance) and brings with her a 

wealth of relevant experience. 

We were delighted to welcome 

Rob Parkinson, CEO of Home-

Start UK as our speaker at the 

meeting, He explained how he 

came to be involved with Home-

Start and went on to describe 

what an invaluable resource 

Home-Start volunteers are 

nationwide, and the difference 

they are making to families.  

Rob then awarded certificates 

to volunteers who were 

present, and joined trustees, 

staff, volunteers, referrers 

and friends of Home-Start 

Bracknell Forest for a 

sandwich lunch, giving him a 

chance to meet everyone 

informally and find out about 

their roles and the challenges 

faced locally.  

Once again there are many 

people to thank for the success 

of the day, including staff, 

trustees and volunteers: too 

many to name but you know who 

you are, so thank you! 

Thank you also to Barry Callan 

who once again managed to 

capture the event digitally. 

As our final AGM at Coopers 

Hill, it was a great way to go and 

I hope that our volunteer’s 

remark encourages anyone who 

hasn’t yet attended one of our 

AGMs, to come along to next 

year’s event.  

 

Our 22nd AGM, 20th July 2015 
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If you are interested in booking 

the above courses please contact 

the office or email 

admin@homestartbf.plus.com 

There are other courses available 

for drug and alcohol abuse but 

these have a cost associated.  If 

you are interested please contact 

us for details, they are not all held 

in Bracknell.  Involve also run 

various training courses, have a look 

at their website if you are 

interested.  Involve Courses 

Volunteer support meetings 
 

Volunteer support meetings will 

take place on the following dates 

this year (all are 2nd Mondays of 

the month): 

14th September and 9th 

November.  

Dates for 2016 will be circulated 

towards the end of the year 

We hope as many of you as possible 

will be able to come along to our 

September meeting so that we can 

show you around our new ‘home’. 

Centre Manager, Gill Leather, will 

also be coming along and can let you 

know what else goes on here. 

Events 
Our 2015 Prep Course begins on 

Tuesday 29th September at the 

Open Learning Centre (OLC), 

running from 9.30am – 1pm for 10 

weeks, excluding half term. There 

are still a few places left so if you 

know anyone that you think would 

make a good volunteer and would 

enjoying being a part of Home-

Start, please tell them to get in 

touch. 

On Saturday 19th September we 

will be having a stall at the Involve 

showcase event in the Forest Suite 

at Bracknell Sports Centre from 

9am-2pm. It will be an opportunity 

to talk to members of the public 

about what we do, how we can help 

and what it’s like to volunteer with 

Home-Start. If anyone can spare an 

hour or two to talk to prospective 

volunteers that day please let us 

know. 

Any small donations made to Home-

Start Bracknell Forest through 

Local Giving from Tuesday 13th 

October will be match-funded once 

again. These matched funding 

events take place once or twice 

each year and are a great way to 

boost our donations for a short 

period of time, or if donors want to 

set up a regular monthly payment. 

More information will be sent out 

nearer the time. 

Christmas will be with us all too 

soon and we are currently looking at 

Wednesday 9th December as the 

most likely date for our annual 

Christmas get-together but this 

will be confirmed as soon as we are 

able to book a suitable venue.  

 

Safeguarding Children 

Level 1 

Easthampstead 

Baptist Church 

1/9/2015                  09.30-12.30 

10/9/2015                18.30-22.00 

6/10/2015                09.30-12.30 

3/11/2015                09.30-12.30 

1/12/2015                 09.30-12.30 

Safeguarding Adults  

Level 1 

TBC 10/11/2015               09.30-13.00 

14/12/2015               09.30-13.00 

Autism TBC 12/10/2015               09.30-13.00 

18/01/2016               09.30-13.00 

Deaf and Disability TBC 03/02/2016              09.30-13.00 

Food Hygiene Level 2 TBC 09/12/2015               09.00-17.00 

02/02/2016              09.00-17.00 

First Aid TBC 07/09/2015              09.30-16.30 

26/10/2015               09.30-16.30 

18/11/2015                09.30-16.30 

09/12/2015               09.30-16.30 

Paediatric First Aid Open Learning 

Centre 

06/10/2015 & 13/10          18.30-21.30 

02/11/2015 &09/11           09.30-12.30 

Equality and Diversity TBC 19/01/2016              09.30-12.00 

09/03/2016             09.00-12.00  

Training & Events 

mailto:admin@homestartbf.plus.com
http://www.involve.community/train_courses.php
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EBay for Home-Start 

 

We now also have a newsletter built into our website but for us to be able to use it we need to have a mailing list. If 

you are interested in hearing what is going on at Home-Start Bracknell Forest by email please sign up to our 

newsletter using this link http://homestartbracknellforest.org.uk/newsletter-do-sign-up/. 

We will send out a newsletter maximum 4 times a year. You can unsubscribe at any time. There is a link at the bottom 

of the newsletter. We will not share your details with anyone else, or use them for any other purpose. 

When you fill in the website form, the website will send you a message to your email account. Please immediately check 

for the email and acknowledge it. This completes the sign up process. If you do not acknowledge the sign up email then 

you will not receive any newsletters. 

EBay for Charity is an easy way for 

buyers and sellers on eBay.co.uk to 

support their favourite charities. 

Buyers can shop for items knowing 

they're supporting a good cause, be 

it an everyday bargain or a special 

auction. Sellers, whether they're 

individuals or businesses, can 

donate a percentage from any sale 

to a charity of their choice and add 

Gift Aid to their donations. 

Charities can also sell their own 

items directly on eBay.co.uk. 

In addition, all eBay for Charity 

items will qualify for a fee credit 

on basic insertion and final value 

fees equal to the percentage 

donated.  Anyone selling on eBay 

can list an eBay for Charity item 

and donate a percentage to charity. 

The item sells. The seller receives 

payment from the buyer (and a 

matching % fee credit from eBay.) 

PayPal Giving Fund collects the 

donation from the seller. The 

payment method on file with eBay 

is used unless the seller has chosen 

otherwise.  If the seller ticked the 

Gift Aid box, PayPal Giving Fund 

claims Gift Aid for the charity. 

After a short period to ensure all 

has gone through successfully, 

100% of the donation and Gift Aid 

is transferred to the chosen 

charity. 

When listing an item, just choose 

Home-Start Bracknell Forest as 

your charity to support and the 

percentage you want to donate. 

Here's how: 

Once you're ready to sell your item, 

go to the Sell tab at the top of 

your eBay home page, and select 

Advanced Sell. 

As you're filling out the details, 

look out for the charity box just 

below where you set your price. 

Select Home-Start Bracknell 

Forest as the charity to support 

and the percentage (10%-100%) of 

your final selling price that you'd 

like to donate. 

3 weeks after your item sells, 

PayPal Giving Fund (eBay's partner 

charity) will automatically collect 

the donation from you. You can also 

manage your donations through the 

Donation Account section of My 

eBay, under the Account tab. Any 

fee credits will appear on your next 

invoice. 

And Finally…… 

We are sorry to say goodbye to: 

Laura, Paula, Nici 

We would like to say a big thank 

you to you all and wish you well for 

the future. Don’t forget to keep in 

touch! 

Thank you to everyone 

involved with Home-Start 

Bracknell Forest for all your 

support for the staff over 

the last year – we’d have been 

lost without you! You are a 

fantastic group of people, 

who already give so much of 

your time and energy to the 

charity.
 

 

Home-Start Bracknell Forest Bracknell Open Learning Centre, Rectory Lane, Bracknell. Berkshire RG12 7GR 

Tel 01344 860025 Email admin@homestartbf.plus.net  www.homestartbracknellforest.org.uk 

Newsletter sign up 

http://homestartbracknellforest.org.uk/newsletter-do-sign-up/
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